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Statewide Adoption and Permanency Network in collaboration with

 The Pennsylvania Child Welfare Resource Center’s Independent Living Project
2015 WINTER STATEWIDE MEETING
Registration Form
The Winter Statewide Meeting will be held at the Penn Stater Conference Center, State College, Pennsylvania, on
January 21 - 22, 2015.  Please register online at www.diakon-swan.org or email page 1 of this form to conferencing@diakon-swan.org.  If you register online, there is no need to send this form to Diakon/FDR. 

The deadline for registration is Friday, January 9, 2015
NAME:  
DEPT.:
AGENCY:                                                                                                                     TITLE:
ADDRESS:

PHONE:                                                                                                                        CELL PHONE:
EMAIL:

General Session Day One - 9:30 a.m. ~ 12:00 p.m.  (Lunch will be provided.)

Keynote: Why Victims of Trauma Act the Way They Do: Understanding the Neurobiology of Trauma/ Janine D’Anniballe
Statewide Adoption and Permanency Network (SWAN)/Independent Living (IL) 
WINTER STATEWIDE MEETING 2015 – Opening and Workshop Descriptions
General Session:  Why Victims of Trauma Act the Way They Do: Understanding the Neurobiology of Trauma, 
Janine D’Anniballe
This presentation will combine lecture and audience participation about trauma and its neurobiological effects.  The presentation will explore the nature of traumatic events (such as sexual assault, domestic violence and witnessing violence) and the differences with normal, situational and traumatic stress.  Next, physiological components of trauma will be introduced, such as brain structures and biochemistry, and the essence of dissociation, hyper-vigilance and flashbacks will be explored.  The concept of vicarious trauma will be examined as well as holistic approaches to mitigate the trauma’s impact.
Identifying and Working with Secondary Trauma, Janine D’Anniballe
Vicarious trauma can take many forms, some of them quite visible and others more obscure.  Even the person who is experiencing vicarious trauma may not recognize the symptoms or identify them as something caused by their work.  How do we know when our staff members, our volunteers or we are experiencing vicarious trauma?  This workshop will investigate the phenomenon of secondary trauma, including the use of an assessment tool that can be used to create plans for ameliorating vicarious trauma with a group or with individuals.  Implications for secondary trauma will be discussed, and current holistic interventions in mitigating the secondary post-traumatic stress response for helping professionals will be presented.

Ethical Engagement and Service for Children and Families with Hearing and Vision Loss, Elizabeth Coyle
In December 2012, prompted by client concerns, Pennsylvania's Department of Public Welfare, Office of Children, Youth and Families issued a letter to remind all child welfare agencies of the responsibility to comply with laws prohibiting discrimination against individuals with disabilities, including hearing or vision loss.  This workshop will provide an overview of key legislative mandates and be followed by awareness-raising about common barriers and available resources, so quality service and not just  legal compliance is delivered.  Participants will problem solve and review basic strategies for effectively serving children and families with hearing or vision loss.

Independent Living, IL, Bulletin Updates, David Derbes
This workshop will provide an overview and understanding of the Independent Living Bulletin and services for older youth.  

Post-Permanency and the Kinship Family, Lea Moyer
Kinship families who provide permanency are not new.  With Family Finding and Accurint searches the number of children in the foster care system who are placed in formal kinship homes is growing.  We will discuss the similarities and differences these families experience with the CORE issues and the impact these placements have on the roles of the different family members.  We will also look at various tools available for workers to use with families.

Abraham’s Wife: The Impact of Infertility on Permanency, Pam Wagner and Brenda Lawrence
The issues of infertility are far-reaching.  This workshop will examine the impact of infertility on the permanency process.   The history of infertility and adoption will be explored first and will examine how each stage of the adoption process is impacted by infertility and how infertility may be manifested as families move forward.  Finally, techniques that workers can use to assist families dealing with infertility and improve the family’s chances of success in their journey of adoption will be detailed.

Preparation of Birth Children in Foster or Adoptive Homes, Georgiann Unger
As families consider the role of foster or adoptive parents many areas must be analyzed.  One of the most important is how to prepare children already in their home for the arrival of a new child.  This workshop will explore what current research has to say about preparing children for a new foster or adoptive sibling.  The issues of how to prepare children, what information to share, how to communicate feelings and check in with each other during the transition, the changing roles of family members, personal safety, changes in parenting styles and the role of birth order will be discussed.  Ultimately, the goal of this workshop is to help create a supportive, cohesive family for all the children in the home. 

CPSL Amendments: Old Values, New Protections, SWAN Legal Services Training Specialists
The Child Protective Services Law has undergone sweeping changes that will alter the face of child protection in Pennsylvania.  Implementing these changes will require commitment and a cross-systems effort from all stakeholders and will require both training and technical assistance from a variety of sources.  This overview will be a starting place for counties to begin thinking about how the change in the law will impact them.  This high level snapshot of the changes in the law will serve as a beginning place for counties to assess future training and technical assistance needs.  

Opening Doors: Children of Incarcerated Parents, SWAN Legal Services Training Specialists
Every county experiences cases with parents who are incarcerated.  These cases present challenges from every perspective, including communication with the parent, meaningful casework, visitation and timely permanency.  This workshop is offered to clarify legal issues about incarcerated parents, to set the legal issues in their social work and clinical context and to explore how caseworkers can support improved practices.

Office of Vocational Rehabilitation – Employment Resources for Young Adults with Disabilities, Stacy Shirk
This presentation will advise participants of the mission of the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR) and identify supports and resources available to them along the way.

Truancy: Prevention and Intervention, Elizabeth Coyle
In this workshop, child welfare professionals will discuss important key terms about truancy in Pennsylvania. Participants will examine statewide, regional and county level truancy data.  Factors contributing to truancy and their consequences will be discussed, along with prevention and intervention strategies and critical components of successful truancy programs.

Getting PO’D (Permanency Oriented) in Pennsylvania: An Overview of the Casey Family Permanency Roundtable Process,  SWAN Regional Technical Assistants
This workshop will explain and model the permanency roundtable process, a strategy developed by Casey Family Programs to improve permanency outcomes for children and youth in the custody of children and youth agencies.

Building Permanency for Adolescents, Deb Thomas 
This workshop will explore the values we need to espouse when considering permanency for older youth.  Understanding that  adolescents need permanency sets the stage for the rest of the workshop, which covers engaging teens, working through resistance and tools, techniques and tips to engage older youth about permanency.  Members of the network will be on hand to share personal strategies and examples of their work in successfully engaging older youth. 

Pathways to Permanency - Legal Mandates of Act 55 and Fostering Connections, SWAN Legal Services Training Specialists
The years since the Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008 was enacted have brought significant changes in child welfare practice.  Pennsylvania’s enactment of Act 80 and Act 91 of 2012 incorporated some key optional provisions into Pennsylvania state law.  In addition, new rules of juvenile procedure about resumption of jurisdiction were enacted in 2013.   Pennsylvania’s enactment of Act 55 of 2013 added some essential pre-dispositional requirements about family search and engagement to Pennsylvania state law.  This session will review Pennsylvania’s new legislation and revisit the themes of finding and engaging family and kin, as well as how each of these efforts can bring permanence and security to the lives of all dependent children, including older youth.  In addition, the session will compare and contrast Fostering Connections and Act 55 and discuss how they can complement each other.  This session will offer an opportunity to discuss practice implications and county agency progress on implementing the laws.  

Providing Families Mental Health Services, SWAN Advisory Board Committee Members
This workshop will show attendees current post-permanency activities about training options for mental health professionals and how to encourage participation by mental health therapists.  Subsidies and protecting them for families experiencing out of home placement for children who were adopted, have PLC status or formal kinship will be discussed.  We continue to address how the network assures all eligible families are aware of and can access post-permanency services.
DAY ONE


Wednesday, January 21, 2015


1:00 p.m. ~ 4:00 p.m.





        Please choose one workshop session.


See Pages 2 - 3 for workshop descriptions.  





(  Identifying and Working with Secondary Trauma


 


(  Ethical Engagement and Service for Children and Families with Hearing and Vision Loss





(  Independent Living, IL, Bulletin Updates





(  Post-Permanency and the Kinship Family





(  Abraham’s Wife: The Impact of Infertility on Permanency





(  Preparation of Birth Children in Foster or Adoptive Homes





(  CPSL Amendments: Old Values, New Protections





(  Opening Doors: Children of Incarcerated Parents





(  Office of Vocational Rehabilitation – Employment Resources for Young Adults with Disabilities























DAY TWO


Thursday, January 22, 2015


9:00 a.m.  ~ 12:00 p.m.





        Please choose one workshop session.


See Pages 2 - 3 for workshop descriptions.  





(  Truancy: Prevention and Intervention





(  Post-Permanency and the Kinship Family





(  Getting PO’D (Permanency Oriented) in Pennsylvania: An Overview of the Casey Family Permanency Roundtable Process





(  Building Permanency for Adolescents





(  Preparation of Birth Children in Foster or Adoptive Homes





(  Pathways to Permanency – Legal Mandates of Act 55 and Fostering Connections





(  CPSL Amendments: Old Values, New Protections





(  Providing Families Mental Health Services
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