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Statewide Adoption and Permanency Network in collaboration with

 The Pennsylvania Child Welfare Resource Center’s Independent Living Project
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Registration Form
The Summer Statewide Meeting will be held at Kalahari Resorts & Conventions, Pocono Manor, Pennsylvania, 
June 27– 28, 2017.  Please register online at www.diakon-swan.org OR email this form to conferencing@diakon-swan.org.  (If you register online, please do not send this form to Diakon/Family Design Resources.)  Lunch will be provided.
The registration deadline is Friday, June 9, 2017
General Session — Day One
June 27, 2017 ~ 9:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
Mindfulness Self-Care Strategies Using Rhythm and Sound for the “Non­Musician”, Jim Donovan
Join us for an energizing and enjoyable program of practical strategies to elicit calm mental focus and mindfulness—especially during the most challenging times.  The active use of rhythm is scientifically proven to improve your mood, relieve stress, increase mental focus and support social connections.  Musical experience is not required.  Beginners are welcome, and instruments will be provided.
Session Registrations
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
DAY ONE ~ JUNE 27, 2017 ~ 1:00 p.m.– 4:00 p.m.
Please choose one workshop session for the afternoon.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Drumming and Autism Training, Jim Donovan
This workshop shows how to use rhythmic and musical strategies to increase attention to tasks, support nonverbal expression and encourage socialization in individuals on the autism spectrum and with other disabilities.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

What Happens When I Turn 21? A Look at Resources for Life After Foster Care, CWRC Presenter
What support is there for me after I turn 21?  There is more information than ever about adolescence and brain development, which has implications for serving the older youth population.  Youth who age out of foster care or the congregate care system are a part of this developmental stage.  They continue to need support even after the age of 18 or 21.  Information on how to help this vulnerable population thrive can be difficult to find.  How can supporters build a bridge between the child-serving and adult-serving systems?  This presentation seeks to give practitioners information and resources that can be shared with youth as they enter into life after foster care.  Participants will hear from alumni advocates who have experienced this and have worked professionally to build these bridges.
 
  FORMCHECKBOX 

Understanding Child Preparation for IL Youth, Allison Moore, Frank Taddie, Valley Youth House, 
Judi Damiano, SWAN Prime Contractor
What can child preparation do for youth who are receiving independent living (IL) services or transitioning out of care?  Come to this workshop to find out what it’s all about.  Valley Youth House staff will feature their work with IL youth and with youth transitioning out of care.  Then participants will get real child preparation experience as SWAN’s Judi Damiano leads them in hands-on activities used by child-preparation workers.  Armed with tools, ideas and excitement, IL workers can advocate for child preparation for their youth and explain the benefits to them in a way that encourages participation. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

When the Going Gets Tough:  SWAN Post-Permanency Services and CYS, Lea Moyer and Denise Sheffield, SWAN Prime Contractor,  Rachel Kuhr, Jewish Family Services and Panel of Adoptive Families
When a family is providing permanency for a child or youth, things may not always go smoothly—and in really challenging situations, the family even may be at risk for dissolution.  In difficult times like these, the family may need to consider involving their county children and youth services agency (CYS), which can connect them with SWAN Post-permanency services that support the family as they navigate this rocky phase of their permanency journey.  County CYS workers are encouraged to attend to share their perspective on working with these families.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Crossing Borders:  Immigration Issues in the Child Welfare System, SWAN Legal Services Initiative Trainers
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Immigrant children and their families represent one of the largest, fastest-growing populations in the United States.  Children in immigrant families may face greater risks of maltreatment due to the stress and pressure experienced by their families.  Difficulties accessing services and benefits also may increase risk in immigrant families.  As the immigrant population grows, child welfare agencies need to respond to immigrant families’ unique needs.  This session will explore some of the legal, policy, and practice issues faced by child welfare agencies striving to serve immigrant children and families, with an emphasis on the special immigrant juvenile status process.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Opening Doors:  Children of Incarcerated Parents, SWAN Legal Services Initiative Trainers
Every county experiences cases with parents who are incarcerated.  These cases present challenges from every perspective, including communication with the parent, meaningful casework, visitation and timely permanency.  This workshop is offered to clarify legal issues related to incarcerated parents, set the legal issues in their social work/clinical context, explore how caseworkers can support improved practices and discuss the latest resources available.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
DAY TWO ~ JUNE 28, 2017 ~ 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
Please choose one workshop session for the morning.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Working with Resource Families:  A Look at Placement and Finalization, Kris Kline and Sandra Bennett, SWAN Prime Contractor
This workshop will explore how to ensure a healthy placement by using the Placement and Finalization units of service.  From the time of placement to a child’s adoption finalization, it is imperative that appropriate services be provided to the adoptive family.  This detailed look at the Placement and Finalization process will include tools to engage families to ensure productive supervision visits, as well as the effective use of the Individual Permanency Service Plan.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Ask the Attorneys, SWAN Legal Services Initiative Trainers
This workshop offers a panel presentation and discussion regarding common child welfare legal issues and questions that arise through the SWAN Legal Services Initiative Warmline.  A panel of legal training specialists will discuss various sides of popular legal issues, and participants will have the opportunity to ask follow-up questions.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Post-Adoption Contact Agreements:  Law and Practice, Deb Thomas and Mike Wahlen, SWAN Prime Contractor
A post-adoption contact agreement (PACA) provides for some level of openness between birth relatives and adoptive families.  Research shows that such agreements are beneficial for children and that older youth are more likely to consider adoption when they can maintain contact with their birth families.  Education and early discussion of PACAs with all parties builds trust between them and may result in a more positive experience for everyone, especially the child.  Successfully negotiating PACAs requires merging legal requirements with social work practice.  This workshop shows where social work intersects with Act 101 to preserve connections for adopted youth.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Turning Your Search Results into Lifelong Connections, Belinda Eigen, Department of Human Services, Office of Children, Youth and Families, Heather Britton, SWAN Prime Contractor and Bill News, Lexis Nexis
This workshop will introduce participants to new tools that support the search process and practices that maximize search results by turning them into lifelong connections for children and youth in care.  SWAN Legal Services Initiative (LSI) representatives will unveil the 2017 Diligent Search Packet, and Accurint® representatives will demonstrate the new Virtual Identity Report tool, which searches social media and email records and will be released to Department of Human Services–sponsored Accurint users in July 2017.  These representatives will also review existing, underutilized tools such as Accurint’s Real Time Phones.  Most importantly, participants will learn what to do with their search results by hearing from a panel of LSI and agency workers who are either developing or have demonstrated best practice protocols in family search and engagement.  Please come prepared with questions for the panelists.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

An Overview of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children, Wendy Lautsbaugh, Department of Human Services, Office of Children, Youth and Families
The Compact oversees placement of dependent and adoptive children across state lines.  Agencies using matching practices that involve searches for resources outside of Pennsylvania or in matching Pennsylvania resources with children in other states would need to use the Compact prior to placement.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Fill Your Cup First:  Assessment Tools for Secondary Trauma, Lea Moyer and Denise Sheffield, SWAN Prime Contractor
According to Dr. Charles Figley, a pioneer in trauma studies, compassion fatigue is a “disorder that affects those who do their work well.”  It is important that helping professionals learn the signs and symptoms of compassion fatigue in order to prevent secondary trauma and burnout.  In this hands-on session, participants will be given the opportunity to assess their level of compassion satisfaction and fatigue, as well as work on a self-care plan.
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