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Statewide Adoption and Permanency Network in collaboration with

 The Pennsylvania Child Welfare Resource Center’s Independent Living Project
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Registration Form
The Summer Statewide Meeting will be held at Kalahari Resorts & Conventions, Pocono Manor, Pennsylvania, 
June 14–15, 2016.  Please register online at www.diakon-swan.org OR email this form to conferencing@diakon-swan.org.  (If you register online, please do not send this form to Diakon/Family Design Resources.)  Lunch will be provided.
The registration deadline is Thursday, May 23, 2016
General Session — Day One
June 14, 2016 ~ 9:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
Anxiety Disorders in Children:  The Emerging Epidemic — Dr. Paul Foxman
In his keynote address, Dr. Paul Foxman will explain how, when and why anxiety develops in childhood.  This presentation will include an overview of anxiety disorders and recommendations for how human services providers, parents and teachers can reduce anxiety in children.

Session Registrations
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
DAY ONE ~ JUNE 14, 2016 ~ 1:15 p.m.–4:15 p.m.
Please choose one workshop session for the afternoon.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Recognizing and Reducing Anxiety in Children, Dr. Paul Foxman
This workshop will focus on how service providers can help reduce anxiety in children and teens.  We will review the key anxiety disorders and use case examples to illustrate interventions for each of these conditions.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Independent Living Bulletin Updates, Joe Warrick and Carrie Keiser
Pennsylvania’s law and policy as it relates to adolescent youth in foster care or those who have left foster care has changed with the passage of the Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act (P.L. 113-183).  The updated Youth Independent Living Services Guidelines Bulletin incorporates these changes, and this training will provide new information for participants to meet both federal and state requirements.  The training will address:  limiting the use of Another Planned Permanent Living Arrangement (APPLA) as a permanency goal for youth age 16 and older, application of a reasonable and prudent parent standard, opportunities for children and youth in foster care to participate in age or developmentally appropriate activities, and case plan requirements for children and youth age 14 and older.  This training will play a significant role in helping child welfare workers meet these new requirements and improve older youth outcomes.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Engaging Youth in the Permanency Process, Child Welfare Resource Center and SWAN Presenters
This workshop is geared toward caseworkers working with older youth and will provide tools to discuss permanency with them.  It will include discussion and a panel presentation about teaming for permanency, which includes youth voices via vignettes about the impact of not achieving permanency.  Participants will leave with tools for working with older youth and helping them to achieve permanency.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Protecting Our Youth:  New Laws to Prevent Sex Trafficking and Support Well-Being, SWAN Legal Services Training Specialists
This session will explore Pennsylvania’s implementation of the Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act, the 2014 bipartisan child welfare legislation aimed at preventing child sex trafficking and increasing adoptions.  Core values included in this legislation are limiting the reliance on Another Planned Permanent Living Arrangement (APPLA) as a permanency goal; heightening the reporting requirements for missing and runaway youth within the system; and providing a designated adult to all youth, even those in congregate care, who will act as a parental figure to make age appropriate decisions regarding activities and ensure that youth have the opportunity to participate in typical teen social activities.  We will look at recent Pennsylvania legislation that incorporates the federal mandates into our statutes and rules of juvenile court procedure.  We will discuss ways in which cross-system coordination can be used to create the kinds of environments within which our dependent youth can survive, thrive and realize their full potential in a safe and stable home and not fall prey to criminal trafficking networks.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

The Impact of Infertility on Permanency:  Abraham’s Wife, Brenda Lawrence and Pam Wagner
The issues of infertility are far-reaching.  This workshop will examine the impact of infertility on the permanency process.  It will explore the history of infertility and adoption, examine how each stage of the adoption process is impacted by infertility and how the issues of infertility may be manifested as families move forward.  Finally, it will describe techniques that workers can use to assist families dealing with infertility and improve the family’s chances of success as they provide permanency.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Avoiding the Abuse-to-Prison Pipeline:  Legal Advocacy and Trauma-Informed Services for Our Most Vulnerable Youth, Ilene Dubin, Deb Thomas and Tiffany Sizemore-Thompson
This session will demonstrate the connection between abuse experienced by youth — especially the sexual abuse or exploitation of young women — and their rate of criminal convictions and incarceration and address the best ways to break this connection.  This session will begin with a statistical analysis that clearly evidences the problem. Next we will provide an overview of various related laws in both the child welfare and criminal systems, with an eye to how they can be manipulated to ensure that youth and young adults receive the services they need, rather than punishment which neither serves nor rehabilitates them.  We will conclude with a look at trauma-informed care and other available services that can ameliorate the problem, including the currently available SWAN units of service.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
DAY TWO ~ JUNE 15, 2016 ~ 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
Please choose one workshop session for the morning.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

How to Manage Your Youth Advisory Board, Youth Advisory Board Panel
Engagement is a core component of Pennsylvania’s Child Welfare Practice Model because it is important to youth that their voices be heard and that they work alongside professionals for positive change in the system.  Setting up a youth advisory board for your agency or county is one way to offer this experience to your clients.  This presentation by the Pennsylvania Youth Advisory Board (YAB) offers an in-depth look into how to run and engage youth in a youth advisory board.  Participants will hear from youth leaders and leave with an understanding of YAB’s structure, policies and practices.  
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Achieving Legal Permanency Through Concurrent Goal Planning, SWAN Legal Services Training Specialists
Choosing the permanency goals is one of the most important decisions in the life of a child welfare case.  With the statewide concurrent planning bulletin now in effect, choosing the right goals is even more critical.  This training will discuss the hierarchy of goals as defined in the Juvenile Act and illuminate the legal differences between each goal.  We will also examine recent changes to the goal of Another Planned Permanent Living Arrangement (APPLA), explore the goals and benefits of concurrent planning and provide a framework of questions to guide your decisions to create meaningful permanency options.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Inspiring Empathy Through Family Preparation, Deb Thomas and Georgiann Unger
The concurrent planning bulletin sets up the expectation that resource parents will support the relationship between children and their birth families.  Empathy for the birth parent is a critical factor in the resource family’s ability to form supportive relationships.  This workshop will look at ways to integrate the development of empathy throughout the eight components of the SWAN training curriculum.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Advocating for Minor Parents in Child Welfare, Sarah Coburn and Maggie Potter
Working with minor parents presents unique challenges.  Community legal services attorneys and social work staff collaborate to assist and represent minors holistically in child welfare cases.  Adolescent development, court processes, advocacy techniques, ethics and case studies will be discussed.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Meeting Kinship Families’ Needs With SWAN Post-Permanency Services, Lea Moyer and Denise Sheffield
Childhood trauma presents unique challenges for kinship parenting.  With the ever-increasing numbers of kinship families, it is important for Post-Permanency workers to understand their particular family dynamics.  This workshop takes an in-depth look at the different needs of kinship families and offers strategies for success in their permanency journey.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Child Preparation and Young Children 0-5 Years of Age, Kris Kline and Charity Brallier
Providing Child Preparation services to young children, ages 0 to 5 years, can present challenges to Child Preparation workers.  This workshop will present an overview of the stages of child development and the importance of understanding them when engaging young children in preparation services.  The workshop will further explore how to involve the family in Child Preparation services with young children and why it is vital to the process.
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