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April is Child Abuse Prevention Month

Every year, DPW/OCYF partners with Pennsylvania Family Support Alliance (PFSA) to organize child abuse prevention events.  This year, PFSA will once again be “Painting for Prevention” to help raise awareness about child abuse and spread the word that child abuse can be prevented by strengthening families and supporting parents.  Three murals will be created across Pennsylvania with the help of many organizations.  Blue ribbon pins and educational materials will be distributed to families at each event.   

For further details about any of the events or to order your blue ribbon pins and educational materials, please contact  PFSA at www.pa-fsa.org or via telephone at 1-800-448-4906.

SWAN is now on facebook!

You can now become a fan of SWAN on facebook!   Please visit us online at http://www.facebook.com/adoptpa, become a fan and watch us grow! Please share this resource with your foster and adoptive families as we will be using this new tool as a way to advertise the activities of the network and promote permanency for all children in out of home care in Pennsylvania.  If your agency has upcoming recruitment activities or matching events you’d like included on the SWAN facebook page, please email Carrie Keiser at ckeiser@state.pa.us.

Chafee Education and Training Grant (ETG)
Youth planning to enroll in college this summer should complete the Chafee ETG application in addition to the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and the Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA) worksheet.  Chafee ETG applications for the 2009-2010 academic year are on the www.pheaa.org website; the ETG application for 2010-2011 will be on the PHEAA website in early April. (Note: there are no deadlines for the federal Pell Grant or Chafee ETG; it’s not too late to submit a FAFSA application for summer classes.)

 

New for the ETG program is an automatic renewal process.  All current ETG award recipients will be automatically enrolled for the next academic year and do not need to complete the ETG application.  This will relieve youth of the necessity of completing the ETG application annually.  Students who have not completed 
an application or received an ETG award must complete and submit an initial application.  Students must still complete a FAFSA each year.

 

For questions about current Chafee applications or a youth’s status, please contact PHEAA at 1-800-831-0797.  If you have aftercare youth who plan to move to another state and establish residency there, they can find state information on the ETG programs at: www.statevoucher.org.  Each state has individual application processes.  

If you have questions regarding the ETG program, contact Carrie Keiser at ckeiser@state.pa.us or (717) 705-4401.

Time-Limited Family Reunification (TLFR) Grant Initiative 
The TLFR Program provides services to families who have children in foster care with a goal of reunification in order to reunify them within 15 months of placement.  In State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2008-2009 TLFR was operating in the following 13 counties:  Allegheny, Bucks, Clearfield, Erie, Fulton, Lackawanna, Lawrence, Mercer, Montgomery, Northampton, Philadelphia, Tioga and Venango.  Services offered to families include: individual, group and family counseling; inpatient, residential or outpatient substance abuse treatment; mental health services; assistance with domestic violence; respite child care/therapeutic services; family group decision making; and transportation to the previously mentioned services. 
 

SFY 2008-2009 Outcomes:
· 680 children and 309 families received services

· 156 children (23 percent) were reunified to 96 families within the 12 month reporting period
Families will continue to be served during the SFY 2009 – 2010 which will result in additional reunifications.

For more information regarding any of these programs, please contact Holly Stockwell at hstockwell@state.pa.us or (717) 214-6765.

2010 Permanency Conference

The 18th Annual Pennsylvania Permanency Conference will be held June 23-25, at the Lancaster Host Resort & Conference Center in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.  This year’s theme is Fostering Connections.  Hotel reservations must be made directly with the Lancaster Host Resort and Conference Center by calling 
(800) 233-0121.  Special rates have been arranged for conference participants. Mention that you are attending the Permanency Conference to receive the flat rate of $114 a night for single or double rooms and $124 a night for triple or quadruple rooms. Registration information will soon be available online at, www.diakon-swan.org.  The last day for Early Bird Registration will be May 28, 2010. 

 
Waiting Child Segments

SWAN’s media contractor funds three waiting child segments across the state designed to find adoptive families for older youth in need of families.  Val’s Kids 
is aired on WHTM abc 27 in the Harrisburg area; A Waiting Child is aired on KDKA TV 2, a Pittsburgh CBS affiliate; and A Little Love is aired on WBRE 
TV 28, a Wilkes-Barre NBC affiliate.  Waiting child segments have proven to be successful over the years in helping find permanent homes for the children of Pennsylvania.  
If you have a child you would like featured on KDKA’s, A Waiting Child, please contact Ja-Neen Jones at Three Rivers Adoption Council at jjones@3riversadopt.org.
If you have a waiting child you would like featured on WHTM’s, Val’s Kids, please contact Karen Lollo at klollo@diakon-swan.org or at (717) 558-1242.
If you have a child you would like to feature on WBRE’s, A Little Love, please contact Desiree Weisser at dweisser@state.pa.us or at (717) 772-7011. 
Youth Retreat

The 2010 Youth Retreat will be held August 9-13 at the University of Pittsburgh, 

Johnstown.  Youth invitations are allotted through county children and youth agencies. 

For more information about the Youth Retreat, check the Youth Advisory Board website at http://www.independentlivingpa.org/. 

2010 SWAN Media Schedule

During March through June, the SWAN radio commercial will air in four media markets in Pennsylvania as follows:

· Altoona – March 29th – April 25th 

· Allentown/Bethlehem – April 12th – May 9th

· Erie – April 26th – May 23rd 

· Williamsport – May 10th – June 6th 

During the month of May, National Foster Care Month, print advertisements will run in four newspapers on the following days:

· Philadelphia Gay News – May 14th and May 21st 

· Philadelphia Tribune – May 11th-13th and May 18th – 20th 

· Pittsburgh Courier – May 12th and May 19th 

· Out In Pittsburgh – Entire month of May

An online paid word search campaign will run on Yahoo, Google and MSN from November 2nd to June 30th.  

While this media campaign airs, agencies should be prepared to promptly respond to phone calls from prospective foster and adoptive families.

Pennsylvania Child and Family Services Review (CFSR) Update
On February 18, 2010 OCYF resubmitted Pennsylvania’s Program Improvement Plan (PIP) to the federal Administration for Children and Families (ACF) and will be meeting with ACF on March 29, 2010 for final approval.  Once the PIP is approved it will be posted to the Department of Public Welfare’s Web site, www.dpw.state.pa.us, along with the Statewide Self Assessment and Final Report.  

 

The PIP implementation period is two years from the date of ACF’s approval. Pennsylvania continues the committee work on several of the identified 

strategies and action steps within the PIP.  The Timely Permanence workgroup conducted a statewide survey regarding concurrent planning and is drafting guidance regarding implementation.  The Enhancing Assessments workgroup has issued a survey regarding current assessment tools that are being used across the state.  The Child, Youth and Family Engagement workgroup has drafted a Frequently Asked Questions document for the upcoming Independent Living bulletin.  The Sustaining Change workgroup is developing PA’s Quality Service Review tool which will be piloted in Allegheny and Venango Counties this May.  Pennsylvania will submit semi-annual progress reports regarding each of the PIP strategies to ensure that all tasks are completed within the implementation period. 

 
IL Youth Advisory Board Website 

The IL Web site, http://www.independentlivingpa.org, is youth-driven and maintained by staff at the PA Child Welfare Training Program (CWTP).  This Web site has links to “Know Your Rights,” “Something to Say,” the Chafee ETG application, IL services and a list of current IL Coordinators and their contact information.  This IL Web site is a great tool for youth in foster care and child welfare professionals to use in advocating for youth and making a voice for change in the child welfare system.  We encourage youth and child welfare professionals to provide suggestions or ideas they would like to see implemented 
on the Web site.  Please forward those suggestions to Edwin Turner, Youth Ambassador at CWTP, at (717)795-9048 or email: www.emt38@pitt.edu.

Pennsylvania Heart Gallery
The Pennsylvania Heart Gallery will begin its 5th year of travel around the Commonwealth in June 2010.  Since the Heart Gallery began in May 2006, 40 of the 114 total children featured in the gallery have been placed in pre-adoptive homes.  Of those, 27 children have had their adoptions finalized.  An additional 25 portraits will be added to the Heart Gallery in June.

Be sure to check the Heart Gallery Itinerary on the www.adoptpakids.org Web site regularly to see where the display will be.  Affiliate agencies are encouraged to help promote the children available for adoption by rallying around the Heart 
Gallery when it is in your area.  If you have suggestions on locations for the Heart Gallery, please contact Carrie Keiser at ckeiser@state.pa.us or at (717) 705-4401.  Locations must be high traffic areas that can host the display for at least one week.

SWAN-IL Network Newsletter 
Tell the Network about all of the wonderful things you, your agency, your community, a youth or a colleague is doing to promote permanency for the youth of Pennsylvania!  If you have something exciting, interesting or informative to share with your colleagues, please forward your articles, success stories, matching events or ideas to Desiree Weisser at dweisser@state.pa.us or at

(717) 772-7011.  Pictures are always a great addition to any article.  
If you do not receive the electronic newsletter, simply visit http://listserv.dpw.state.pa.us.  Once there, click the ‘SWAN-Network News’ link then click the link entitled, ‘Join or Leave the List.’  Complete the requested information and then hit, ‘Join SWAN Network-News’ and your name will be automatically added to the mailing list.  You can also access past Network Newsletters at this site.
SWAN List Serve 

The SWAN list serve through Google Groups is comprised of county children and youth agency workers and SWAN affiliate agency workers. The goal of the group is to facilitate special needs adoptions throughout Pennsylvania.  All information posted on this site is confidential.  Anyone wishing to join this group must be an employee of a county children and youth agency or SWAN affiliate agency.  If interested, please contact Desiree Weisser at dweisser@state.pa.us or via telephone at (717) 772-7011.   
