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April is Child Abuse Prevention Month

April is just around the corner and now is the time for county and affiliate agencies to be thinking about what type of events they should organize or participate in to help raise awareness about child abuse prevention.  Each year, OCYF, along with other state and local agencies, partners with Pennsylvania Family Support Alliance (PFSA) to host events across the state designed to educate communities about the devastating effects of child abuse and how it can be prevented.  PFSA will kick-off the month by hosting a Child Abuse Prevention Month Opening Event on April 3rd at the Harrisburg Hilton.  This event will include a breakfast, keynote speaker Regina Brett and an award presentation.  Everyone is invited to attend this event.  

Additionally, PFSA will once again be ‘Painting for Prevention’ at three sites across the state. Large murals will be created with the help of artists from “Heart to Art.”  The events will be held on the following dates:

· April 17th at the YWCA in Lancaster from 3:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M.

· April 21st at the corner of Third and Lasalle Streets in Berwick from      9:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.  (This event will take place outdoors.)
· April 26th at the Clarion Mall from 4:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M.
For more information about these events and to register for the April 3rd event, contact PFSA at 1-800-448-4906 or visit their Web site at www.pa-fsa.org.  Blue ribbon pins can also be ordered through PFSA.  

Comparing Costs and Benefits of Public and Private Higher Education Institutions

Staff assisting current and former foster youth or youth who were adopted from agency care apply for post-secondary education are advised to include private colleges and universities in their work with potential higher education students.  While private institutions are typically more costly than public institutions, private schools are not subject to state fund reductions and may offer additional aid to students based on academic achievement, community involvement and financial need.  In Pennsylvania, 19 percent of the 2010-2011 Chafee Education and Training Grant recipients attended private institutions.  There is also preliminary evidence that first year students of private schools are more likely to return for a second year.  

Percentage of students returning after first year of higher education:

· 53 percent Private schools

· 46 percent State schools

· 18 percent community colleges.  

Chafee Education and Training Grant Program (ETG)
The Pennsylvania Chafee Education and Training Grant (ETG) application for the 2012-2013 school year and directions on how to apply is anticipated to be available online April 2, 2012.

 

Please continue to spread the word about the ETG for youth who are, or were, in out of home placement or adopted after age 16.  Youth ARE NOT required to participate in a formal IL program to be eligible to apply and receive an award.  The maximum award amount for the 2012-13 school year has yet to be determined.   

This is not a student loan and students do not need to repay this amount after their education is complete.  ETG awards are subject to the availability of 

funds.  Timely completion of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), the Pennsylvania State Grant and ETG applications is important.  
 

All current ETG award recipients will be automatically enrolled for the next academic year and do not need to complete the ETG application.  This will relieve youth of the necessity of completing the ETG application annually.  Students who have not completed an application or received an ETG award must complete and submit an initial application.  Students must still complete a FAFSA each year.

 

For questions about current Chafee applications or a youth’s status, please contact PHEAA at 1-800-831-0797.  If you work with youth receiving aftercare services who plan to move to another state and establish residency there, they can find state information on the ETG programs at: www.statevoucher.org.  Each state has its own individual application process.  

If you have questions regarding the ETG program, contact Carrie Keiser at ckeiser@pa.gov  or (717) 705-4401.

20th Annual Pennsylvania Permanency Conference 

The Conference Planning Committee is accepting nominations for the 2012 Permanency Recognition Banquet in the following categories:

· Permanency Professional

· Permanency Teamwork

· Permanent Family

· Permanency Advocate

· County Collaboration

· Philanthropy

· Independent Living Professional

A copy of the Nomination Form for Outstanding Permanency Services to Children and Families in the Pennsylvania Child Welfare System can be found in your packet.
Submission deadline is March 23, 2012 – so nominate now!

IL Youth Retreat 2012 – SAVE THE DATE

Mark your calendars for the 2012 IL Youth Retreat:  WE ARE TAKING OVER…Changing Lives – Advancing your Independent Memories (CLAIM).  The retreat will be held August 13-17, 2012 at the University of Pittsburgh, Johnstown.  Registration for youth will be coordinated through county children and youth agencies.  Visit the YAB website, http://www.independentlivingpa.org, for more information.

Pennsylvania Child and Family Services Review (CFSR) Update

The sixth quarter of PA’s Program Improvement Plan (PIP) ended 
December 30, 2011.  OCYF will be submitting the third semi-annual report including evidence of completion for strategies and action steps accomplished during this quarter, as well as a narrative summary of progress during quarters five and six by February 15, 2012.  The final quarter of PA’s PIP ends 
June 30, 2012.  Anyone that has any questions can contact Stephanie Maldonado (smaldonado@pa.gov) or Jeanne Schott (jls192@pitt.edu) for more information. 

Welcome to New OCYF Staff

William (Will) Sunday joined the Division of Policy in December 2011.  His position is a shared position between the cross-systems unit and the information and data management unit.  His responsibilities include the Annual Child Abuse Report, 3800 Regulations and the Act 45 Report.  Will is a graduate of Penn State University.  Prior to coming to OCYF he was an income maintenance caseworker with the Dauphin County Assistance Office.  

Cross-Systems Drug & Alcohol Workgroup
Substance abuse, and the coordination of substance abuse treatment, has been identified as one of the leading issues affecting families involved in child welfare.  As such, OCYF requested Technical Assistance (TA) from the National Center on Substance Abuse and Child Welfare (NCSACW) to assist in the development of a work plan to address drug and alcohol-related concerns in children, youth and families served by the child welfare system.  OCYF has collaboratively developed a work plan with the Bureau of Drug & Alcohol Programs (BDAP) and the Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services (OMHSAS) that will address barriers and identify ways to improve collaboration and information sharing between drug and alcohol services and the child welfare community.  The work plan is being implemented step-by-step.   If you are interested in attending a meeting, want to serve on the work group, or want to know more, please contact Jill Kachmar of OCYF at jkachmar@pa.gov or by telephone at 717-346-0445.

Waiting Child Segments

SWAN’s media contractor funds three waiting child segments across the state designed to find adoptive families for older youth in need of families.  Waiting Child is aired on KDKA TV 2, a Pittsburgh CBS affiliate, Val’s Kids is aired on WHTM abc 27 in the Harrisburg area; and A Little Love is aired on WBRE TV 28, a Wilkes-Barre NBC affiliate.  Waiting child segments have proven to be successful over the years in helping find permanent homes for the children of PA. 

If you have a child you would like featured on KDKA’s, Waiting Child, please contact Ja-Neen Jones at Three Rivers Adoption Council at jjones@3riversadopt.org.
If you have a waiting child you would like featured on WHTM’s, Val’s Kids, or 

A Little Love, please contact Karen Lollo at klollo@diakon-swan.org or at 

(717) 558-1242.

SWAN List Serve 

The SWAN list serve through Google Groups is comprised of county children and youth agency workers and SWAN affiliate agency workers.  The goal of the group is to facilitate special needs adoptions throughout PA.  All information posted on this site is confidential.  Anyone wishing to join this group must be an employee of a county children and youth agency or SWAN affiliate agency.  If interested, please contact Desiree Weisser at dweisser@pa.gov or at 
(717) 772-7011.   
SWAN-IL Network Newsletter 
Tell the Network about all of the wonderful things you, your agency, your community, a youth or a colleague is doing to promote permanency for the youth 
of PA!  If you have something exciting, interesting or informative to share with your colleagues, please forward your articles, success stories, matching events or ideas to Karen Lollo at klollo@diakon-swan.org or at (717) 558-1242.  Pictures are always a great addition to any article.  Under the terms of the current SWAN prime contract, Diakon/FDR is the editor of the Network News, which they will distribute electronically.  If want to be sure to receive your copy, please visit the PAE matching table and register for our electronic mailing list. 
