2015 Pennsylvania Permanency Conference
NOMINATION FORM FOR OUTSTANDING PERMANENCY SERVICES TO CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN THE PENNSYLVANIA CHILD WELFARE SYSTEM
Submission Deadline: March 6, 2015
Nominee Information: (Name of nominee or primary contact of team or organization)

 ( Mr.   ( Mrs.    ( Ms.  ( Dr.   ( Team or Organization___________________________________________________________________  






   First Name

Middle Initial


Last Name
Affiliation: (if applicable) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
(agency, church, support group, organization, business, etc.)
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Street




 City 



State 


Zip
Daytime Phone:  ______________________________________ E-mail:_____________________________________________________________
Person Submitting Nomination:

( Mr.   ( Mrs.    ( Ms.  ( Dr.    ____________________________________________________________________________________________
  






First Name


Middle Initial

Last Name
Affiliation: (if applicable) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
(agency, church, support  group, organization, business,  etc.)
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Street




 City 



State 


Zip
Daytime Phone:  ______________________________________ E-mail:_____________________________________________________________
( Enclosed is a statement indicating why I have nominated this person, family, team or organization for improving permanency in Pennsylvania’s child welfare system.

Nominations will not be considered without this statement.

CHOOSE ONLY ONE CATEGORY PER SUBMISSION.  YOU MAY SUBMIT MORE THAN ONE NOMINATION.
Check the category for which you are nominating this person, family, team or organization.

(  Permanency Professional Recognition

Individuals nominated for this award should be:

Permanency professionals working in a public or private child welfare agency* who have actively demonstrated their support and commitment to finding permanency for children in the child welfare system through adoption, formal kinship care or permanent legal custodianship.

(  Permanency Teamwork Recognition

Teams nominated for this award should exemplify a collaborative effort that promotes permanency for children with special needs.  Teams will be considered for their work in any facet of the permanency continuum, including: 

· Preparation

· Legalization

· Finalization 

· Post-permanency services  

Teams may include:  

· Public and private child welfare workers*
· Support group members 

· Post-permanency providers

· Foster or formal kinship parents 

· Advocates

· Independent living workers

· Other individuals  

The team must include two or more individuals who do not work for the same agency, organization or entity. 


(  Permanent Family Recognition

Families nominated for this award will have provided legalized permanency for a child or children in the child welfare system through adoption, formal kinship care or permanent legal custodianship.  Additional consideration may be given to families who show commitment to our children through the level of energy they devote to advocating and promoting permanency, and who can communicate their experiences and perspectives to other parents and professionals.

(  Permanency Advocate Recognition

This category recognizes a dynamic individual or organization that does not fit the criteria of the other categories.  Nominees may include:

· Parents

· Judges

· Attorneys

· Other individuals or organizations that, through their professional or volunteer efforts, have had an impact on system change, judicial improvement, service delivery or family support either locally or throughout the state of Pennsylvania.  

This person or organization demonstrates a commitment to building cooperative relationships that expedite the process of finding permanency through adoption, formal kinship care, permanent legal custodianship or independent living for children in the child welfare system.

(  County Collaborative Recognition

This award recognizes a collaborative effort between a county court and a county children and youth agency that expedites permanency through adoption, formal kinship care or permanent legal custodianship.  This nomination should focus on demonstrating best practice and consistent decision-making, not necessarily the number of finalizations achieved.

(  Philanthropy Recognition

The individual, business, congregation or organization nominated for this award should demonstrate a charitable contribution that promotes the permanency of children in foster care.  The works or endeavors undertaken can be in the form of:

· Awareness
· Recruitment
· Financial aid
· Endowments
· Gifts
· Scholarships 
· Other charitable support that is not recognized in any of the other award categories.

(  Independent Living Professional Recognition

The individual nominated for this award should work in a public or private child welfare agency* and should demonstrate support for and commitment to older youth.  Nominations should document how the individual has helped youth transition from substitute care and into successful contributing members of society.


(  Youth Advocate Recognition

The individual nominated for this award must be a current or former foster youth who has raised awareness about the challenges of foster care.   Nominations should describe the youth’s efforts in leadership, innovation and advocacy on behalf of themselves and/or their peers in the system.

*Public or private child welfare worker includes: those working in adoption, permanent legal custodianship, formal kinship, foster care, in-home services, independent living services or any recognized child welfare position.




NEW LOGO HERE
2015 Pennsylvania Permanency Conference is sponsored by the Pennsylvania Department of Human Services, Statewide Adoption and Permanency Network (SWAN) and the Independent Living (IL) Program.





Return completed form with statement to:





Recognition Nomination Form


c/o Diakon Lutheran Social Ministries and Family Design Resources


471 JPL Wick Drive


P.O. Box 4560


Harrisburg, PA 17111





Or email to:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:conferencing@diakon-swan.org" �conferencing@diakon-swan.org� 





For more information about the conference call 888-793-2512 or visit our Web site www.diakon-swan.org.





Place


Stamp


Here





Submit your nomination for the 2015 Pennsylvania 


Permanency Conference recognition banquet today!








