Pennsylvania Adoption Exchange
Under standing the Matching Algorithm

The matching algorithm for Pennsylvania AdoptiorckEange (PAE) child and family matches is the foanul
that the SWAN Portal applies to match children vatloptive families registered as active with PAH &
match families with children registered as activetnW? AE who have no identified permanency resource.

The algorithm has three major components: 1) deapdgcs, 2) critical characteristics, and 3) impuotta
characteristics.

Demographics are comprised of the following:
1 Age
2 Child Race and Ethnicity
3 Child Gender
4  Siblings and Number

Demographics of the child have proven to be cilifitahe matching process. It is typically thesfitem
considered by families. No family will be matchedh a child if the acceptable demographics arepmesent.
Families are not considered for a match with adcifithe age, race, or gender of the child or sijgiis not
approved by the family.

To determine if a child and family will match basgabn demographics, the age, race, and gendectoldbare
compared to the age, race, and gender a familyaadpt. If the child’s age, race, and genderatdail
within the family’s acceptable age, race, and getiten the child is not matched with the familyddiionally,
the family’s acceptance of siblings is a demograpiat must match in their willingness to acceptisgs, the
age of siblings, and the number of siblings theiliara willing to accept. If these do not matcletbhild’'s
siblings, sibling ages, and sibling number demoalgicg then the child is not matched with the family

Critical characteristics are comprised of the following special needs (SN) eharacteristics from the CY130
form:

1 Mental Retardation Diagnosis (SN) BAbuses Animals (Q34)

2 Special Medical Care (SN) Anappropriate Sexual Behavior (Q39)
3 Physical Disability (SN) 8 Runaway (Q40)

4 HIV (SN) 9 Fire Setter (Q41)

5 Masturbates Frequently or Openly (Q29)

These nine items are deemed critical charactesibgcause families are less likely to be trainexitbr
willing to take children with these particular needKnowing what families are willing to accept cesgrfrom
these complementary questions on the CY131 and C¥dréns. If a family will not accept or is not \uilg to
consider any of these nine items, then they areomdidered as potential matches for the child pissesses
these characteristics.

Each match is assigned a match score. Theseatuhiaracteristics represent 65 percent of theativeiatch
score, if a child possesses any of these critltatacteristics.
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Important Characteristics are comprised of the following characteristics:

1 Hyperactivity (Q3) 8 Destructive Behavior (Q35)

2 Legally Blind (Q8) 9 Foul Language (Q36)

3 Seizures (Q11) 10Ties to Birth Family (Q42)

4 Behavioral Problems (Q20) 1BSexual Abuse (Q46)

5 Lying (Q31) 12 Exposed to Promiscuous Behavior (Q48)
6 Stealing (Q32) 13 Parent has Mental lliness (Q55)

7 Fighting (Q33) 14 Continue Visits with Birth Family (Q59)

These characteristics are more acceptable to rmwmsliés but continue to show some preference diffees
between families. Generally, about 50 percenaofilies find these characteristics acceptable. ilkwho
indicate they will not consider any of these cheeastics may still be matched with a child who gesses
these characteristics, but their score will be Iowleey will not be a top match for this child. i$ltomponent
represents 35 percent of the overall match score.

The Matching Process:

1.

All newly registered and updated children and fasilvho need a match will have a match run.
Matches for newly registered children and familiel occur as part of the initial registration pess.
Matches for child and family updates will occur ngequest and/or submission of an updated CY130
or CY131 that changes any of the three major magcbomponents: 1) demographics, 2) critical
characteristics, and/or 3) important charactesstic

For all child matches, the top ten families thatehawvith the child will be included in the matcrsudts

as long as the overall match score is 70 percegiteater. If the 70 percent match result produee®f
than 10 matches, the reduced number of match sasudistributed.

For all family matches, the top three children timatch with the family will be included in the mitc
results as long as the overall match score is Fé@peor greater. If the 70 percent match result
produces fewer than three matches, the reducederushimatch results is distributed.

As additional matches are run, children and fammél be matched with new families and children.
Children and families will not reappear on futuratames for that same child or family unless updetes
the three major matching components cause the rsatol to be greater than the original match score.
Children and families can and will appear on migdtimatch results, as the matching algorithm always
runs the best possible match.

Active families can contact the SWAN Helpline tgrire about available children and view all eligibl
children online atvww.adoptpakids.org

Match results are mailed to recipients.




